CHILDREN OF THE PEOPLE                                        *93
day to find himself a man physically without having ceased to be a
little boy emotionally.
CASE iv. In this boy's family the acculturation process is going
forward rather smoothly and penetrating more deeply than in any of
the other families.
Tom, our focus in this family, is a tall, slender, shy but friendly
boy of eighteen, now in the ninth grade of school, who affects rather
flashy cowboy outfits for dress occasions like other boys of his age.
Because he is the oldest of six children, he is kept out of school in
the spring and fall to help farm their thirty acres, Farming has always
been his job rather than sheepherding, which has fallen to the
younger members of the family. He is a good worker and now can
manage the. planting, irrigating, or harvesting without instruction.
He carries much of the responsibility for the crops because his father
is busy as a government employee a large part of the time.
Tom's father (who is Susie's father's brother) had six years of
schooling. He is said to be the most capable Navaho in his line of
work. He has acquired several different farm plots, which he man-
ages well with Tom's help. He has built a very attractive house on
one of these, and his unschooled wife (who is Susie's mother's sister)
takes good care of it. Many flowers are planted outside, and the
rooms are decorated with well-arranged photographs and paintings
made by one of the children. All these things point to the facts that
they make a better-than-average income and have an unusual appre-
ciation for the refinements of the white way of living. The wife's
lack of schooling has not made her less ready to utilize white com-
forts, as happens in some cases.
When Tom was about eight years old he was taken to the hospital
for some contagious disease, and there was found to have tubercu-
losis. The parents accepted the advice of the doctor that he needed
sanatorium care, and the boy spent two years at Albuquerque. He
has remained well ever since. He insists that he never had a cere-
monial performed for this illness, which is the more remarkable
because his maternal grandfather is a Singer. On Tom's return from
the hospital he went to school, as have all the other children. As
a group they are very attractive, bright, well-mannered children, but
Tom comes at the bottom of the list in these qualities; moreover, he
is rather quick to lose his temper or get stubborn.